
 

 

7th Grade Summer Reading! 
We are asking you to choose one book from this list to read. Be prepared 
to participate in a book club discussion when you get back to school in the fall. 

 

*Indicates a book written at a less-challenging reading level 

The River by Gary Paulsen (We have an abundance of copies available in 
our DMS Library that may be checked out for the summer) 
Two years after Brian Robeson survived fifty-four days alone in the Canadian wilderness, the 
government wants him to head back so they can learn what he did to stay alive. This time Derek 
Holtzer, a government psychologist, will accompany him. But a freak storm leaves Derek 
unconscious. Brian's only hope is to transport Derek a hundred miles down the river to a trading 
post.  

The Hunger Games (Book 1) by Suzanne Collins  

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol 
surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the districts in line 
by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to 
participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. 

Philosophy for Teens  by Sharon Kaye & Paul Thompson 
What is love? Is lying always wrong? Is beauty a matter of fact, or a matter of opinion? What is 
discrimination? The answers to these questions, and more, are examined in this teenager-friendly 
look at the philosophy behind everyday issues.  

From You to Me by K.A. Holt 
After losing her big sister, Clara, a few years ago, Amelia can't handle any more change. But when 
she starts eighth grade, she accidentally receives a letter that Clara had written to herself. In it, 
there's a list of things she'd wanted to do before the end of middle school and never finished, like get 
on the softball team and throw an awesome birthday party on the lake. Amelia realizes she'll have to 
put her own spin on Clara's list to grow and change in the ways she needs to. 

 



The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien  
This is a glorious account of a magnificent adventure, filled with suspense and humor. Dwarfs, 
wizards, dragons and creatures are found in this prelude to The Lord of the Rings. 

Hey, Kiddo by Jarrett J. Krosoczka 
Jarrett’s mom is an addict, in and out of rehab, and in and out of Jarrett's life. His father is a mystery 
-- Jarrett doesn't even know what his name is. Jarrett lives with his grandparents. This graphic novel 
is a profoundly important memoir about growing up in a family grappling with addiction, and finding 
the art that helps you survive. **Parental Advisory for some swearing and coarse language 

 Harry Potter and The Sorcerer's Stone by J.K. Rowling 

This novel tells the outrageously funny, fantastic adventure story of Harry Potter, who escapes a 
hideous foster home thanks to a scholarship to The Hogwarts School for Witchcraft and Wizardry.  

*The Strange Case of Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger  
Not so long ago, in a middle school not so far away, a sixth grader named Dwight folded an origami 
finger puppet of Yoda. For class oddball Dwight, this wasnt weird. It was typical Dwight behavior. But 
what is weird is that Origami Yoda can actually predict the future. 

Rescued by Eliot Schrefer  
Raja the orangutan has been raised in captivity. Not behind the bars of a zoo, but within the confines 
of an American home. He was stolen when he was young to be someone's pet. Now he's grown up 
and is about to be sent away again, to a place from which there will be no return.  

Booked (The Crossover Series) by Kwame Alexander  

This is a novel about a soccer-obsessed tween boy written entirely in the form of a poem. 

La isla más peligrosa y John Sifert (This is an option for students who took Spanish in 
6th grade with Mrs. Marshall & the book club discussion will be conducted in Spanish) 

How do you survive when death is never more than 3 feet away? Swimming to a deserted island 
after his plane exploded, Caden thought he had escaped the worst. Little did he know, he and the 
other survivors had washed up on la Isla de la Quemada Grande- commonly known as Snake 
Island. Here, there is an average of one venomous snake every square meter. In the midst of 
avoiding deadly serpents, crash survivors with dark secrets, and finding food and water, Caden just 
wants to find his dad and brother and go home. But to make matters worse, Caden soon discovers 
that the person who brought down the plane may still be on the island with them! 

 


