
 

  News from ELL, Ms. Melissa Damelio 

Multilingual learners are learning the language of instruction at the same time 

they are learning rigorous academic content, all while trying to remain balanced 

between their primary culture and the new one that they are now learning in. 

Parents/caregivers can help their students make the transition into an English 

speaking school environment by helping students develop English and academic 

literacy at home. Try using the strategies below to help your ELL child become 

academically successful in not one language, but multiple. 

 Don’t be afraid to use your native tongue. This tip may be the most im-

portant since it is the bridge between your child’s learning situations — that is, 

the connection between his or her primary language and culture and new language 

and culture. You can explain unfamiliar words and concepts in the language famil-

iar to your child and continue to build his or her literacy skills in the primary lan-

guage, while practicing and developing English and academic literacies. Consistent 

opportunities for practice and meaningful practice and reinforcement of learning 

the new language and understanding the new culture are important. 

 When it comes to homework, have a routine. Establishing a good study 

routine at home can make a significant difference in your child’s learning. Provide 

a quiet environment by removing or minimizing any potential distractions and 

make sure that your child has all the supplies he or she needs including pencils, 

books, paper, etc. Take the time to answer any questions your child may have. If 

you don’t know the answers, you can help your child find resources to help answer 

the questions he or she has, or you can help your child write down the question to 

ask his or her teacher. Even if you cannot yet speak English yourself, you can 

still check on your child to see if homework assignments are finished. 
Study the same thing in new ways. Try picking a folktale or children’s story 

with which both you and your child are familiar. Although your child may not un-

derstand all of the words at first, your child should generally be able to follow 

the plot of the story and will pick up new vocabulary and grammar along the way. 

Asking questions about the story’s plot, characters, etc. can help with your 

child’s understanding. You can also try watching movies in the new language or 

even play games that involve language, such as Scrabble, to practice and learn 

language at home. 

 Use creative outlets to practice and learn language. A fun way to practice 

and learn language is to engage in creative activities. For example, make a scrap-

book together featuring things that have taken place in your new home, city, 

and/or country and write all the captions and titles in your new language. Does 

your child like to paint or write? Have them draw a picture and write or tell a 

story about it. The possibilities are as limitless as your child’s creativity. 
Stay connected and collaborate with teachers. By staying informed, you can 

keep up to date on your child’s linguistic, academic, and social progress in school. 

Understanding what is going on in school will give you a better idea of how you 

can support your child at home. Coordination and partnership between the school 

and home helps children thrive and succeed in their new learning environments 
 These strategies can be used with not only ELL students but all students.  I 

hope you find them helpful. 

 
The following is an excerpt of an article written on a blog by Edynn Sato, Ph.D.  She 

shares tips for parents/and caregivers with English language learners. 

Dates to remember: 
10/22 ~ School Banking 

10/22 ~ CTBN Club 

10/22 ~ PTO Sponsored Charac-

ter Counts Program (in house on-

ly) 

10/23 ~ Community Reading Day 

10/25 ~ Dinosaur Spirit Day 

10/29 ~ Picture Retakes 

10/29 ~ FALL LITERACY EVENT 

10/31 ~ Charlton Trick or 

Treat—5:30-7:30PM 

Parent Volunteers Needed 

During the afternoon of Tuesday, Oc-

tober 29th, CES will be holding an all 

school literacy event.  This event is 

scheduled from 12:25 p.m. to 2:35 p.m. 

with Preschool, Kindergarten and 

Grade One all invited.  We have many 

high school volunteers from Shepherd 

Hill joining us; however, we would 

LOVE some parent volunteers too!  If 

you can volunteer during this after-

noon, please contact Mrs. Pacheco at 

lpacheco@dcrsd.org.  Thank you. 

Fall Literacy Fun!!! 

At our Fall Literacy Event on October 

29th, students can bring in a costume 

or wear fall shirts and colors.  A couple 

of reminders however: 

 The costume needs to be brought 

to school and fit over their 

clothes.  They will put the cos-

tumes on after lunch recess. 
 No masks, make up or accessories 

should be brought, as they will be 

participating in literacy activities 

and will need their eyes and hands. 

 If students choose to wear fall 

shirts and colors, those can be 

worn to school and they need not 

change midday. 
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Thank you for coming to 
the Scarecrows at Bemis 
Farms Nursery, Chuck E 

Cheese’s & Fall Family Fun 
Fest! 

We love getting the opportunity to meet all the 

families and seeing friendly faces at our events.  

Fall Fest is our biggest event of the year and we will 

be posting pictures from the event.  Please check 

out our Facebook for some of the amazing pictures 

of the event.   

 PTO Meetings 
Please stop by and share your ideas with us at the 

PTO meeting. Below is the schedule of meetings.  

Also, follow Charlton PTO on Facebook to get up to 

date info on what’s happening.     

Nov 13th @ 7:00 PM at CMS 

Jan 7th    @ 7:00 PM at CMS 

Feb 5th    @ 7:00 PM at CMS 

Apr 14th @ 7:00 PM at CMS 

May 20th @ 7:00 PM at CMS including Next 

Year’s Election  

Please feel free to contact any of us with 

your suggestions or questions!  Our con-

tact info is CharltonPTO@yahoo.com or 

message us on Facebook. 

Update on Papa 

Gino’s Fundraiser Event 
We were able to raise over $250 with our fundrais-

er event at Papa Gino’s!  Your support allows the 

PTO to help support events and activities at our 

schools.  Thank you for all your support! 

 

PTO Fundraising Donation 

Box Tops 
Did you know that there is a great new app that will scan your 

receipt for Box Tops!   Just download it on your smart phone 

and scan your grocery receipt and it does all the work for you!   

Amazon Smiles 
Do you want an easy way to give back to the PTO?  An easy way 

is to go to you smile.amazon.com and make sure Charlton Par-

ent Teacher Organization is your charity of choice.  Amazon 

will send a portion of your purchase to the PTO. 

 

 

** Upcoming Events!** 

Panera Bread Fundraiser 
Take a night off from cooking!  Join us at the Panera Bread in 

Webster on October 29th from 4pm-8pm for delicious food 

and your purchase* will help us support teachers and students.   

*Gift card purchases and catering do not qualify.   

Kid Power Gymnastics Fund-

raiser 
Are you looking for a great way to have your kids burn some of 

that weekend energy?  Then come join us for a fundraiser at 

Kid Power Gymnastics on Saturday, November 9th at 2:30-

3:15pm that is geared towards Pre-K-4th grade.  Siblings are 

welcome.   

Drop and Shop Parent’s 

Night Out Fundraiser 
Save the date.  Join us at McCoy’s Action Karate in Auburn 

from 5pm-8pm on Saturday, November 23rd.   

This is a great opportunity to plan a date night, go shopping, or 

just enjoy some quiet time.  Space is limited! Be on the look 

out for sign up info coming soon.   
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