
THE BLACK STALLION 
By Walter Farley 

 

A teenager named Alec Ramsay befriends a wild 
stallion of exotic beauty in Farley’s novel.  From an 
Arabian seaport to a New York farm, Alec and the 
stallion—called simply “the Black” - forge a relation-
ship that causes other characters to marvel.  Alec 
achieves growth and self-realization as he struggles 
to control a horse whose winning characteristics 
continue to enthrall readers. 

THE BIRCHBARK HOUSE 

By Louise Erdich 

 

An eight-year old Ojibwa girl lives with her family in 
Minnesota around 1849.  Omakayas does not have 
a blood tie to her family, but she does not know this.  
As a baby, she was the lone survivor of her people, 
all of whom dies during a smallpox outbreak on 
Spirit Island.  Old Tallow, an Ojibwa woman, res-
cued the surviving baby from Spirit Island and 
placed her with the couple Migwam and Yellow Ket-
tle.  In their home, Omakayas is a beloved daughter.  
The novel is organized into four sections, represent-
ing each of the four seasons, together creating a 
story that occurs within a year’s.  

 

MIDNIGHT FOR CHARLIE BONE 
By Jenny Nimmo 

 

A mysterious case, the search for a missing girl, and 
a legacy of magic55 

 

When Charlie Bone discovers that he can hear the 
conversations of people in photographs, he is 
shipped off to Bloor’s Academy, an elite school for 
the rich, gifted, and magically endowed.  Once 
there, he realized that some of his classmates have 
equally mysterious powers, and Charlie becomes 
absorbed in uncovering their dangerous secrets.  
Charlie Bone’s life with his widowed mother and two 
grandmothers undergoes a dramatic change when 
he discovers that he can hear people in photo-
graphs talking.  

THE BAD BEGINNING 

By Daniel Handler 

 

The Bad Beginning is actually a great beginning.  
It’s the first book in Lemony Snicket’s,  A Series of 
Unfortunate Events, a wonderfully different and dis-
astrous children’s story starring three highly unlucky 
siblings.   In the first book, readers are introduced to 
the unfortunate Baudelaire children — 14-year-old 
Violet, 12 year-old Klaus, and their infant sister, 
Sunny— when they learn they’ve just been or-
phaned by a terrible house fire. 

Please choose one of the following books to 

read this summer.  We hope you choose one 

you’ll enjoy.  Although there will not be a writ-

ten component to your summer reading as-

signment, we believe it’s important for you to spend time this summer practicing this im-

portant skill.  


