
Message from Speech 

Do Missing Teeth Affect 

Speech? 
Andrea Berman, M.S., CCC-SLP 

One question that parents often have is “Will my child have a 

lisp if he loses his front teeth?” There are many oral structures 

that play a role in producing speech: the vocal tract, lips, tongue, 

teeth, and cheeks. Some play a bigger role than others do, but 

they are all important. When one is missing, such as teeth, there 

is a chance that speech may be affected.  

A natural part of children getting older is that they lose baby 

teeth and grow permanent teeth. They will go through phases of 

having gaps in their smiles and having incorrect bites. Sometimes 

these changes may negatively affect how children produce cer-

tain sounds. There are several English sounds that depend on us-

ing the teeth for correct articulation: F – “feet”; SH – “shape”; 

V – “van”; J – “jump”; S – “soup”; ZH – “treasure”; Z – “zoom”; 

Voiceless TH – “think”; CH – “chair”; and, Voiced TH – “the”. 

If a child can correctly produce a sound before teeth are lost, 

the child will likely keep that skill and be able to produce the 

sound when the permanent teeth grow in. When baby teeth are 

missing, sounds might be distorted; however, this is usually tem-

porary and will often correct itself when the permanent teeth 

grow in.  

If, however, a child has an articulation disorder, then missing 

teeth or an incorrect bite can make articulation more difficult. 

This is because structures in the child’s mouth may not be ideal 

for speech sound production. In this case, it is important to con-

sult with a Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP) and an orthodon-

tist. Sometimes SLPs will recommend waiting to treat a lisp until 

a child’s permanent teeth grow in to have more ideal structures 

in the mouth to help with articulation, which could take weeks or 

months. An SLP and orthodontist may collaborate to provide a 

treatment plan that will best fit your child’s needs.                            
By Natalie J. Dahl, MS, CCC-SLP; handy handouts, superduperinc.com 

 

Dates to remember: 

10/8 ~ Choose to Be Nice 

Meeting ~ 3:00-4:15pm 

10/8 ~ School Banking 

10/8 ~ PTO Meeting—

7:00pm—CMS 

10/9 ~ School Council Meet-

ing—3:30pm 

10/11 ~ No School—

Professional Development 

10/14 ~ No School—Columbus 

Day 

10/16 ~ Mobile Dentist 

 

Afternoon  

Dismissal 

Our list of students 

who are dismissed in 

the afternoon is 

quite lengthy.  For 

the safety of this procedure we 

are waiting until all parents who 

are picking up students are wait-

ing in our gym.  Right before we 

call pick-up students we call 

Above and Beyond students.  It is 

important to us that those stu-

dents have a clear path to this 

pick-up spot in our kindergarten 

wing.  Our preschool students are 

also dismissed during this time 

and we want those parents to 

have a clear path to the front 

door to be able to keep a close 

eye on their 3 and 4 year old stu-

dents.  Please be respectful of 

the safety of all and wait in the 

gym until your child arrives 

there.  Thank you. 

 

The Cubbie 



Date:  September 25, 2019  

  
DUDLEY-CHARLTON REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT   

AHERA NOTIFICATION  

  

Dear Parents, Students, Legal Guardians, and Employees:  

  

In 1986, Congress passed the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), which requires schools to be in-

spected to identify any asbestos containing building materials. Please find listed below the District schools and the 

results of their inspections. Every three years, schools containing asbestos materials must be re-inspected to deter-

mine if any known or suspected asbestos-containing buildings materials (ACBM) have changed and recommendations 

are made on the managing or abatement of the ACBM.    

  

   Educational Facility Name        Address  
  

Shepherd Hill Regional High School      68 Dudley-Oxford Road  

                 Dudley, MA  01571  

  

Dudley Elementary School        16 School Street  

   (No Asbestos Present)         Dudley, MA  01571  

  

Mason Road School          20 Mason Road  

   (No Asbestos Present)         Dudley, MA  01571  

  

Charlton Elementary School        9 Burlingame Road  

                 Charlton, MA  01507  

  

Heritage School           34 Oxford Road  

   (No Asbestos Present)         Charlton, MA  01507  

  

Dudley Middle School          70 Dudley-Oxford Road  

   (No Asbestos Present)         Dudley, MA  01571  

  

Charlton Middle School         2 Oxford Road  

   (No Asbestos Present)         Charlton, MA  01507  

  

The law further requires an asbestos management plan to be developed and implemented to monitor any known or in-

spected ACBM.  The plan has several ongoing requirements:  Publish a notification on management plan availability and 

the status of asbestos activities; educate and train its employees about asbestos and how to deal with it; notify short

-term or temporary workers on the locations of the asbestos containing building materials; post warning labels in rou-

tine maintenance areas where asbestos was previously identified or assumed;  follow set plans and procedures de-

signed to minimize the disturbance of asbestos containing building materials; and survey the condition of these mate-

rials every six months to assure that they remain in good condition.    

  

It is the intention of the Dudley-Charlton Regional School District to comply with all federal and state regulations 

controlling asbestos and to take whatever steps are necessary to ensure students and employees a health and safe 

environment in which to learn and work.  You are welcome to review a copy of the asbestos management plan in the 

school administrative office during regular business hours.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me 

at the number listed below.  

  

Mr. Richard J. Mathieu, Director of Finance and Operations 

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District   

68 Dudley-Oxford Road  



Important Message From Our School 

Nurse 

 

Please communicate with Mrs.Moisan and/or your 

child's teacher when your child has been diagnosed 

with any contagious conditions (hand-foot-mouth dis-

ease, molluscum, stomach bug/gastroenteritis, strep 

throat, pink eye, Fifth disease, flu, lice, and ringworm).  

Attention First Grade Parents:  Please be sure to return the Fluoride Program 

permission slips that were sent to you via email by October 15, 2019.  If you need 

a paper copy of it, please email or call Mrs. LeBlanc at jleblanc@dcrsd.org or Mrs. 

Moisan at smoisan@dcrsd.org, telephone # 508-248-7774. 

Emails 
If you send an email to Mrs. LeBlanc or Mrs. Moisan, please al-

ways include the classroom teacher and/or vice versa.  That 

way everyone will be informed of any changes or absences for 

your child.   

PTO NEWS 
Thank you for coming to the CES Social and Papa Gino’s PTO 

Event!  It was so great seeing everyone and getting to meet 

all the families at CES at both events.  We love having these 

opportunities to meet all of you and seeing so many friendly 

faces at our events.   

PTO MEETINGS 

Please stop by and share your ideas with us at any of our PTO meetings.  Below is 

the schedule of the meeting dates.  Also follow Charlton PTO on Facebook to get 

up-to-date info on what’s happening. 

October 8, 2019, November 13, 2109, January 7, 2020, February 5, 2020, 

April 14, 2020, May 20, 2020 

All meetings will be held at 7:00pm at the Charlton Middle School. 



 

 

 

Box Tops 

Did you know that there is a great new app that will scan your receipt for 

BoxTops?  Just download it on your smart phone and scan your grocery re-

ceipt and it does all the work for you! 

 

Scarecrows at Bemis Farms Nursery 

Stop by Bemis Farms Nursery, 29 Brookfield Road in 

Spencer October 12, 13, and 14th and make a life size scarecrow deco-

ration for your yard.  Be sure to sign up under the Charlton PTO and 

save $5 by preregistering at www.bemisfarmsnursery.com. 

 

 

Fall family Fun Fest 

The PTO’s annual Fall Family Fun Fest will be held at Charlton Middle 

School on October 18, 2019.  This popular event runs from 5:00—8:30pm.  Pumpkins, food, 

photo booth, Knocker ball and Twister are sure to be big hits along with many other great 

activities.  Come ready for some festive FUN!!  Fliers went home with additional information.  

If you can help out by volunteering for a shift or donating a cake, please contact us at charl-

tonpto@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Chuck E. Cheese’s 

What better way to spend a day off from school 

then taking your children to play all day!  On Friday, October 11, 2019 mention 

to the cashier that you are with the Charlton PTO and we will earn  20% of 

your purchase. 

Panera Bread Fundraiser 

Take a night off from cooking! Join us at the Panera Bread October 29, 2019  

4:00-8:00PM in Webster for delicious food and your purchase* will help us sup-

port teachers and students. 
*Gift card purchases and catering do not qualify. 

 


