
           

 

The Cubbie Chronicle ~ 1/13/2020 
 

PRESCHOOL UPDATE 
 

Between the ages of 3 and 5, children are growing rapidly in their language 
use and in their knowledge of reading and writing.  They are learning the 
meanings of new words, and they are beginning to use words in sentences 
that are more complicated when they speak.  They know more about books 
and print.  They may even be showing interest in learning to read.   

 

In preschool, we will begin focusing on phonemic awareness, which 
includes letter/sound recognition, rhyming, word parts and general con-
cepts about the written word.  In January, the preschoolers begin learning 
an alphabet song and/or alphabet cards, which teach them letter sounds 
and associated gestures.  These learning tools are also used in kindergar-
ten.   

 

 At home, there are many things that you can do to foster an inter-
est in reading and early literacy skills.   

 

 When you do something together (eating, shopping, etc. ) talk about it. 

 Take your child to new places and introduce him to new experiences. 

 Teach your child the meaning of new words and point out words that 
mean the same (angry/mad, street/road, beautiful/pretty...). 

 Help your child to follow directions, including those that involve posi-
tional concepts. 

 Play with words such as tongue twisters and nonsense words. 

 Always read to your child. 

 Read predictable books that repeat words and phrases often. 

 Read poetry and other rhyming books. 

 Ask your child what she thinks will happen in the story and why. 

 Build a library, or book collection, for your child. 

 Help your child learn to recognize his or her name in print. 

 Point out words and letters everywhere you can. 

 Teach your child the alphabet song. 

 Share alphabet books with your child. 

 Play games using the alphabet.  

Dates to remember: 
 

1/14~ School Banking 

1/17 ~ Early Release ~ 
12:05PM parent pickup—
12:15PM board busses 
~PD Day 

1/20—No School—MLK 
Day 

1/21 ~ CTBN Club—3:15-
4:15PM 

1/28 ~ School Banking 

1/29 ~ Magic of Books—
Magician ~ Sponsored by 
the Charlton PTO ~ In 
house only 

1/30 ~ Family STEAM 
Night—5:00—6:30 PM 

1/31 ~ Tropical Paradise 
Spirit Day 

 

PK/K Registration for 
School Year 2020/2021 

February 6th and  

March 5th 

1:00—8:00 PM 

Charlton Elementary 
School Library 

 

 

Preschool 
Fun in 

Room 103  



           

 

 

KINDERGARTEN UPDATE 
 
 

We have been very busy in the Kindergarten. In Language Arts, students are learning the letters 
and sounds, identifying initial sounds, segmenting phonemes, as well as learning sight words.  Stu-
dents are learning to print their names as well as all the letters of the alphabet.  In math, the stu-
dents are learning about addition and subtraction to 10.  As the cold weather, approaches please 
practice zipping and buttoning coats with your children.     

We are thrilled that so many students are participating in the monthly reading calendar program.  
The boys and girls are very excited about reading. 

 

Reading aloud is a great way of engaging with young children. 

 

What happens during the first few years sets the stage for the rest of a child's life. It is a time 
when a child's experiences irreversibly affect how the brain develops - for better or worse. 

Nurturing from a loving parent or caregiver in the early years supports healthy brain development 
that forms the foundation for success later at school and in life - and one of the best ways of en-
gaging with young children is through looking at books together.  

Reading aloud promotes language development and early literacy skills. 

It is widely accepted that reading aloud is the single most important researched activity leading to 
language development and promotes early literacy skills, such as:  

 Book handling and naming 

 Understanding how stories work 

 Recognition of sounds and letters 

 Knowledge of a wide range of vocabulary 

 Ability to listen   

All of these skills are essential as children start 
school and learn to read.  

 Room 214 



           

 

 
 

Grade One News 
  

Our first graders have been busy since the beginning of the school year, and their progress has been incredible!  

  

* Students have competed the first four themes in the Houghton-Mifflin reading program.  Theme 
four was called “Family and Friends”; the stories were perfect, leading up to the month of De-
cember when we were so looking forward to spending special moments with our friends and fami-
lies during the holiday season.  Students will be listening to and learning about the characters 
and traits of folk and fairy tales during the month of January.  Perhaps you would like to share a 
favorite of yours while reading to your child for his/her reading calendar.  

 

 Students have also completed several topics in the EnVision Math program.  Students have also 
been practicing their addition and subtraction facts to twenty. Students should be practicing 
addition and subtraction facts to ten first, then to twenty.              

 In Social Studies, some of the topics that have been presented are the leaders, symbols, events 
and holidays in the United States.  First graders particularly enjoyed visiting each grade one 
classroom during our Holiday-go-Round.  Students learned about holiday traditions in seven dif-
ferent countries.   

 In Science, students have studied the following topics:  What scientists do, the scientific process, 
weather and seasons, and objects in the night sky.  

  

The first grade team would like to thank all of the families that have been helping their children at 
home with the reading calendars. Students will continue to work on decoding, fluency and compre-
hension.  You can help your student with comprehension by asking questions about the reading you 
do at home.  Ask who, what, where, and why thinking questions. 

  

In the next marking period, student expectations will include writing sentences neatly, with capital/
uppercase letters and punctuation.  Students will also be responsible for spelling common sight 
words.   

  

Please remember that Charlton Elementary School is on a hill that can be very windy and cold during 
the winter months, and we try to take the students outdoors twice a day.  Students need to be 
dressed for the winter weather.  Thank you! 

  

 As we enter a new decade, best wishes to you all for a healthy and happy 2020!   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEAM Activity~ Room 201  



           

 

 

 

 

We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season and your new year is off to a great start! 

 PTO Meetings 
 

Please stop by and share your ideas with us at the PTO meeting on Feb. 5th  @ 7:00 PM 
at CMS.  Make sure to, follow Charlton PTO on Facebook to get up to date info on what’s 
happening.  Our contact info is CharltonPTO@yahoo.com or message us on Facebook.   

 

  ** Upcoming Events!** 
 

Bentley Pub Dining Night Out 
Tuesday, Jan. 14th @ 4pm - 8pm.  Join us for a dinning night out at 
Bentley's Pub in Auburn.  Print out the flyer, show your server when 
you pay.  A percentage of your check will be donated to the 
PTO.  That's one night’s dinner already figured out, SCORE!! 

 

½ Day PTO Camp Grades K-4 
No need to scramble for child care on the half day January 17th!  We’ll watch your child for 
you!  Games, crafts, and snack will be provided for $15 per student. Children will take the 
bus to the Heritage School.  Pick up at 3pm.  

Adult Social: Cornhole and Family Feud Night: 
Join us for an adult only night of fun! Saturday, Jan. 25th @ 6pm,Pine Ridge Country Club, 
28 Pleasant Street, North Oxford, MA.  If you haven't turned in your entry form and mon-
ey yet, print it out now and get it sent in.  Space is limited, you don't want to miss out on 
this fun night!  Raffles, food, fun, and more!!   Deadline Jan. 16th!! 
 

Save the Date-Someone Special Dance! 
Spread the love with the Someone Special Dance on February 7th.  Children can bring a 
special adult in their life like a parent, grandparent, aunt/uncle and dance the night away.  
Snow date: Feb. 14th.  Information coming home soon. 

 
 

mailto:CharltonPTO@yahoo.com


           

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
Cold and flu season has officially arrived. As a result, I am 
seeing more and more students in the office with communi-
cable illnesses. It is recommended that your child stay 
home if they exhibit the following symptoms that may indi-
cate the start of a communicable illness. 
 
*Fever greater than 100 degrees F. (Child must be fever 
free for 24 hours without the use of medication prior 
to returning to school) 

*Diarrhea or vomiting (Child may return to school when 24 hours symptom free) 
*Rash of unknown origin (Child must be evaluated by physician and a note pre-
sented stating “noncontagious” or “being treated” prior to returning to school) 
*If strep throat infection or conjunctivitis (Pink Eye) has been diagnosed by a physi-
cian with antibiotics ordered. (Child must be treated with antibiotic therapy for 
24 hours before they can return to school) 
*Frequent, persistent congested (wet) or croupy cough. 
*General malaise or feelings of fatigue, headache, discomfort, weakness or muscle 
aches. 
 
Keeping your child at home when experiencing these symptoms will help minimize the 
spread of infections and viruses in the classroom. Let’s work together to keep our 
school community and our homes as healthy as possible! You can help prevent the 
spread of flu and the common cold or help your child get better if he/she does get 
sick by following a few simple steps: 
 
*Wash your hands! This is the best defense against illness. Encourage handwashing 
before your child eats, after using the bathroom, after sneezing or coughing, and 
after playing outside. Kindergarten student families, ask your child to show you how 
to be a SuperStar Handwasher. 
*Cover nose and mouth when sneezing or coughing. Keep hands out of eyes, nose and 
mouth. 
*Get plenty of rest. School aged children should get 9-10 hours a sleep every night. 
*Drink lots of fluid and eat a healthy balanced diet, especially breakfast. 
*Dress appropriately for the weather. 
*Disinfect frequently touched surfaces. 
 
Thank you all for your help in keeping your child and other students, healthy, and 
able to learn and participate in all school activities. 
 
Sincerely, 
Stephanie Moisan RN, BSN/Charlton Elementary School Nurse 
Email: Smoisan@dcrsd.org Phone: 508-248-7774  

mailto:Smoisan@dcrsd.org

